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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, ID 

SUBJECT: PERT AMINA’S LEASED TANKERS 

1 . SINAR HARAPAN, INDONESIAN-LANGUAGE AFTERNOON DAILY, HAS 
CARRIED FRONT PAGE STORY SEPTEMBER 1 ON SUBJECT TWO PERTAMINA 
TANKERS DETAINED BY SINGAPORE HIGH COURT. ARTICLE, WHICH 
IS REHASH OF PREVIOUS STRAITS-TIMES STORY, METIONS THAT 
TWO PERTAMINA VESSELS, PERMINA 108 AND SAMUDRA 14, HAVE 
BEEN ATTACHED IN LEGAL ACTION FOR ALLEGED NON-PAYMENT OF 
FUNDS ON CONTRACT COVERING THIRD VESSEL WHICH IS IRON- 
ICALLY NAMED, "IBNU." COMPANY IS REPORTED TO BE MARTROPICO 
COMPANIA NA VIERA S.A. AND SUIT CLAIMS PAYMENTS OF OVER 
$7.2 MILLION ON IBNU VESSEL ARE OWED. PERTAMINA HAS SUB- 
SEQUENTLY APPLIED FOR COURT ORDER TO SET ASIDE SHIPOWNER S 
ORIGINAL SUIT; PERTAMINA APPARENTLY ARGUING COURT DOES NOT 
HAVE ADMIRALTY JURISDICTION IN CASE OF THESE TWO TANKERS 
SINCE SUIT INVOLVES "IBNU”, NOT TWO VESSELS ATTACHED. 
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2. TANKER IN QUESTION, "IBNU" (134,000 DWT) IS PART OF 
GROUP OF FOUR SHIPS CHARTERED BY EX-PERTAMINA PRESIDENT 
IBNU FROM MARTROPICO IN SEPTEMBER, 1970. DEALS WERE 
ARRANGED UNDER HIRE PURCHASE CONTRACTS ON TEN- YEAR 
BASIS. "IBNU" FREQUENTLY PLYS INDONESIAN WATERS AND 
OFTEN CARRIES CRUDE TO JAPAN AND US. (COMMENT: AC- 
CORDING TO SOURCE IN PERTAMINA BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, 

NO APPROVAL FROM EITHER GOI OR BOARD WAS EVER OBTAINED 
ON THESE CONTRACTS. END COMMENT.) MARTROPICO IS BE- 
LIEVED TO BE AFFILIATED WITH INTERMARITIME COMPANY OF 
GENEVA. 

3. THIS MORNING’S INDONESIAN-LANGUAGE DAILY, KOMPAS, 

ALSO HAS FRONT PAGE STORY ON SAME SUBJECT. HEADLINE, 

HOWEVER, STATES THAT TANKERS HAVE BEEN "RELEASED" 

AFTER FOUR WEEKS DETENTION IN SINGAPORE. STORY QUOTES 
TELEX SENT BY PERTAMINA REP CURRENTLY IN SINGAPORE TO 
JAKARTA AS SOURCE OF INFORMATION. REST OF STORY COVERS 
ESSENTIALLY SAME GROUND AS SINAR HARAPAN ARTICLE. 

4. BOTH ARTICLES MAKE ATTEMPT TO LINK CURRENT SINGAPORE 
TANKER CASE WITH TOKYO LNG TANKER DISCUSSIONS. KOMPAS, 

IN FACT, CLAIMS "IBNU” IS ACTUALLY NINTH LNG 

VESSEL TO BE USED FOR TRANSPORTATION OF LNG TO JAPAN. 

COMMENT: STATEMENTS LIKE LATTER ILLUSTRATE AMOUNT OF 
CONFUSION THAT EXISTS OVER WHOLE QUESTION OF PERTAMINA'S 
INVOLVEMENT WITH LNG AND CRUDE TANKERS. UNTIL AIR IS 
CLEARED ON THIS SUBJECT, WE CAN PROBABLY EXPECT FURTHER 
STORIES ON THESE ITEMS. END COMMENT. 

5. SUBSEQUENT TO TYPING FOREGOING, ECM 

COUNSELOR AND EMBOFF RETURNED FROM COURTESY CALL ON 
DEPUTY GOVERNOR BANK INDONESIA (CENTRAL BANK) WHO CORRECTED 
COUNSELOR'S OBSERVATION CONCERNING OUTSTANDING COURT CASES 
INVOLVING PERTAMINA TANKERS, STATING THAT "SINGAPORE PROBLEM 
HAS BEEN TAKEN CARE OF.” THIS, THEREFORE, CONFIRMS 
REPORT NOTED IN PARA 3 ABOVE. 
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